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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Tori Richards[tori@watchdog.org]; Press[Press@epa.gov] 
Stclair, Christie 
Wed 9/9/2015 6:51:22 PM 
RE: urgent: on deadline 

Hi Tory, thanks for your email. I'm checking with our mine engineers to see if there's any 
additional info available, but this should help. 

Please attribute to US EPA. 

Christie 

The cave-in in the nearby Old Adit is discussed on p. 7 of EPA's internal investigation. 
To read the report and its associated documents: 
http ://www2. epa. gov /gold king m ine/interna 1-investigation-docum ents 

Additional info: 

On Aug. 26, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released the findings of 
an internal review of the agency's response to the Gold King Mine incident. Led by five 
EPA personnel from multiple EPA regions and Headquarters, the reviewers were tasked 
with developing a detailed, chronological description of events as well as identifying 
potential factors contributing to the release. 

The report provides observations, conclusions, and recommendations that regions may 
apply to ongoing and planned site assessments, investigations, and construction or 

removal projects at similar types of sites across the country. EPA will implement all the 
recommendations from the report and has shared its findings with external reviewers. 

In addition to the internal review, the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) is leading an 
independent assessment of the factors that led to the Gold King Mine incident. The 

assessment began on Tuesday, August 18, and it is anticipated that DOI will provide the 
assessment report to EPA and the public within 60 days. The goal of DOl's independent 

review is to provide EPA with an analysis of the incident that took place at Gold King 
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Mine, including the contributing causes. Details about the independent review will be 
made available by DOI when they become available. Both internal and external reviews 

will help inform EPA with ongoing and planned site assessments, investigations, and 
construction or removal projects. 

Christie St. Clair 

Office of Public Affairs 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington, DC 

o: 202-564-2880 

m: 202-768-5780 

From: Tori Richards [mailto:tori@watchdog.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 2:18 PM 
To: Press 
Subject: urgent: on deadline 

Hi, 

I am a reporter with Watchdog.org and we also write content for FoxNews.com. I'm 
doing a story that will hopefully be posted in the next 3 hours. 
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Your rep at the congressional hearing indicated that the Animas River spill happened 
because of a cave-in and a fact sheet also says this. Can you expound on this? When 
did the cave-in happen (if you know)? Also, how did the drainage pipe get plugged up? 
Thanks. 

Thanks, 

Tori Richards 

www.watchdog.org 

714-421-8319 

@newswriter2 
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